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Most are aware of the
growth inournation’s sen-
ior population, but the ex-
pansionof theolderLGBT
community that likely co-
incides with it has gone
under the radar.

“People have never
thought about old and gay
in the same sentence,”
said Scott Fearing, pro-
gram director at the Gay
Alliance of the Genesee
Valley. “Many of themare
finding themselves going
back in the closet.”

The Gay Alliance, 875
East Main St., is in the
midst of an outreach cam-
paign to connect with the
older LGBT community
in the Rochester area.
They have held several
sessions at local libraries
and other institutions to
spread the word on pro-
gramofferingsandthefu-
ture of the organization.

On Monday, they will
open a senior center that
will host weekly soup lun-
cheons and discussions of
current events.

This coincideswith the
Gay Alliance’s recent
merger with Rainbow
SAGE of theGenesee Val-

ley.
SAGE, a national or-

ganization founded in
1978, is the country’s larg-
est and oldest organiza-
tion dedicated to improv-
ing the lives of lesbian,
gay, bisexual and trans-
gender older adults.

“A lot of gay culture is
youth oriented,” said Kel-
ly Clark community safe-
ty program director for
the Gay Alliance. “As you
get older it’s like, ‘Okay,
what do we do?’ ”

The Gay Alliance cur-
rently hosts men’s and
women’s social groups as
well aseuchregames,pot-
lucks,picnicsandadance.

The size of Rochester’s
oldergaypopulation isun-
known, but in light of the
growing senior popula-
tion in the United States,
someguess that theLGBT
community is growing as
well.

Currently, there are
about 130 people over the
ageof50 that regularlyat-
tend social events at the
Gay Alliance.

Clark said she hopes
the organization can do a
formal needs assessment
for Rochester’s popula-
tion next year.

“We want to connect
people toour services, but
we’re still trying to see

who is out there and what
the needs are,” she said.

Issues unique to the
LGBT community, such
as the challenges of com-
ing out, will be addressed
in classes catered to ser-
vice providers in the com-
munity to gain “cultural
competency” in these
areas.

With seniors in the
LGBT community being
less likely to be married
or have children to act as
caregivers, many have no
choice but to turn to out-
side providers who some-
times are insensitive to
certain issues.

Fearing said that on

one occasion, a care pro-
vider brought religious
readingmaterial to a local
gay senior to try and
“save” the individual,
sparked by family photos
displayed around the
home.

They were told, “that’s
not the way an old person
should be.”
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Gay Alliance to open center for seniors
Organization is worried older population isn’t getting attention it needs

FORMORE
INFORMATION
Go to gayalliance.org or
call (585) 244-8640.
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Sometimes the jour-
ney of self-discovery can
be the most challenging.

For Pittsford Author
Elizabeth Osta, the jour-
ney to her first novel, Jer-
emiah’sHunger, involved
several trips to Ireland,
her ancestral land, to
learn her family history.
It also required develop-
ing the resolve to con-
front a book idea which
stuck with her for dec-
ades; and writing a heart-
felt novel through the or-
deal of breast cancer
treatments.

Osta, a former special
education teacher, and
central officeadministra-
tor who retired in 2001
from Rochester City
School District after 26
years,wasalso theprinci-
pal of St. Micheal’s and
Corpus Christi schools.

Osta said she loved
writing as a young adult

but an episode with a
teacher who accused of
plagerizing apaper—she
said because the profes-
sor did not believe she
could write so well — put
her off writing for a time.

That began to change
in 1989, when she visited
Writers and Books and
met mentor Finvola Dru-
ry.

“One of the first things
she did was say to me,
‘You’re a fine writer’ and,
‘Only you can tell your
story,’ ” Osta said.

Her story evolved af-
tera trip toIreland in1994
where she discovered a
photograph of her grand-
mother’s home town.

She also discovered
her great-grandfather,
Jeremiah Buckley, was
married in 1859 — 12
years after the worst of
thekiller potato famine in
1847.

“Whatwere they living
through?” she said she
thought. The discoveries

peaked her interest.
She said she learned

about the Fenians who
“caught my heart.”

“In 1848 they launched
a rising rebellion in a cab-
bagepatch inBallingarry.
These guys changed the
course of Irish history,”
she said.

After starting to write
the book in 2003, shewent
back to Ireland in June
2008 for more book re-
search.Twodaysafter re-

turning home, she said: “I
had a mammogram and
they told me I had breast
cancer.”

After learning that she
had breast cancer, Osta
said she thought: “What’s
going to happen to my
book?”

Her writing slowed as
the cancer treatments in-
creased, but at 2 a.m.
Oct. 2, 2010 Osta said she
wrote the last word of the
book with tears running

down her face.
“It was great relief

that’s why the tears
came,” she said.

Osta’s said she is back
to good health, and her
book launch was held at
the Pluta Cancer Center,
which she credits with
her recovery.Aportion of
theproceedsof the sale of
the book are going to Plu-
ta.

Copies are available at
Writers & Books; Irish
Imports at the Market-
place and Greece Ridge
malls; Walker’s Celtic
Jewelry; Wegmans in Pe-
rinton, and Liftbridge
Book in Brockport.

Jeremiah’s Hunger
tells a universal story of
survival, Osta said.

“It’sastoryofhowpeo-
ple overcome adversity,
and do it in a way that’s
loving and courageous,”
Osta said. “It’s a sacred
work. It was a holy story.
Theyarestories thatneed
to be told and need to be
revered.”
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Author Elizabeth Osta works in her writing cabin located behind her Pittsford home. SHAWN DOWD/STAFF PHOTGRAPHER

‘Jeremiah’s Hunger’ is a story
of how adversity is conquered

Local author drew on own
experiences as inspiration
GARYMcLENDON
Staff writer

Author Elizabeth Osta heads back to her house after
working in her writing cabin that is located behind her
Pittsford home. SHAWN DOWD/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Residents of the Victor
Central School District
will consider a $56.5 mil-
lion budget for the 2012-13
school year.

The proposed spend-
ing plan is $428,198 more
than the current budget.
Under the proposal, the
tax levy would be about

$36million, an increase of
about $430,000.

But the property tax
rateunder thenewbudget
woulddecreaseby.63per-
cent to $16.21 per $1,000
assessed value.

The budget includes
the elimination of the
equivalent of 7.6 full-time
employees, including 2.2
teachers, one teacher as-
sistant and two non-in-

structional support staff-
ers.

Victor has about 4,200
students and is one of the
few districts in the region
with an increasing enroll-
ment.

In the current school
year, 81 new students en-
tered thedistrict.Another
95 new students are ex-
pected in the fall. With a
per-pupil cost of $8,294,

the additional students
represent about $790,000
in added expenses.

Under the new budget,
employee benefits will in-
crease about $1.2 million.

State aid is expected to
decline by about $456,000
to $16.8 million.

Two candidates are
running for two seats on
theschoolboard.Theyare
incumbentPatrickBolger

and Gary C. Gilbert.
Board member Mark
Hamilton is not seeking
re-election.

Voters also will consid-
er a proposal to spend
$596,500 to buy five 77-
passengerbuses.Stateaid
will cover 60 percent of
the cost.

Voting will take place
from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. May
15inthegymnasiumatthe

junior high school, 953
High St.

Voters must be at least
18 years old, registeed to
vote, and a resident of the
district forat least30days
prior to May 15.
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Victor school spending plan is $56.5 million
BENNETT J. LOUDON
Staff writer

Will Dancy-Edwards,
a fourth-grader at the
Harley School, recently
received a voicemail
from the White House.
They needed to knowhis
mailing address so Mi-
chelleObamacouldsend
him a package.

Will recently wrote
the first lady a letter
when he found outmem-
bersofbothof their fam-
ilies have been affected
by multiple sclerosis.
Michelle Obama’s late
father had the disease,
and Dancy-Edwards
mother, Glynda Dancy-
Edwards,wasdiagnosed
before Will’s first birth-
day.

“It got me to thinking
about how the disease
could affect my mom,”
he said.

Will invited Michelle
Obama to attend the Na-
tional Multiple Sclerosis
Society’s walk in Greece
on Sunday.

“I know that if you
came lots more people
would walk and we
would raise more mon-
ey,” the 10-year-old
wrote in his letter.

Obama couldn’tmake
it to the walk because of
her obligations to the
presidential campaign,
but Will’s efforts to
bring a high-profile per-
son didn’t go unnoticed.

Will got to read his
letter aloud to several
hundred people at the
walk.

“It was great,” Glyn-
da Dancy-Edwards said.
“It was a beautiful day
for the walk.”

On Wednesday, Will
will recite the letter
again for his peers at a
school assembly.

Will collected nearly
more than$180 to donate
to the cause. Each year,
he goes door-to-door
around his cul-de-sac to
fundraise.

Above everything,
Will hopes that other
kids will be inspired by
his work.

“Ifyouhaveamomor
an aunt that has a dis-
ease that affects a lot of
people, even three peo-
ple, go open a lemonade
stand or go door-to-
door,” he said.
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Youth
raises
money
for MS
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